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No 10 Apologise for Turing's treatment


In response to a recent petition the government has apologised for the treatment of Alan Turing whose code-breaking exploits at Bletchley Park helped to develop the Bombe that deciphered encoded messages using Enigma machines. 





In Gordon Brown's statement, published on the official Number10.gov.uk website, it concludes: "On behalf of the British government, and all those who live freely thanks to Alan's work I am very proud to say: we're sorry, you deserved so much better." Turing was given experimental chemical castration for being gay and committed suicide two years later, at only 41.


�The apology also says: "It is no exaggeration to say that, without his outstanding contribution, the history of World War Two could well have been very different. He truly was one of those individuals we can point to whose unique contribution helped to turn the tide of war. The debt of gratitude he is owed makes it all the more horrifying, therefore, that he was treated so inhumanely." The E-petition attracted more than 30,000 signatures including Richard Dawkins and Peter Tatchell. 





Tories rebrand with rainbow


The Conservative Party's logo has had a rainbow make over in preparation for an event called "Conference Pride" to be held on Canal Street as part of the Tory conference in Manchester this October. It will be compered by Margot James - the party's vice-chairman and first openly lesbian candidate - and Iain Dale, the first openly-gay Conservative to contest a parliamentary election. There will be a speech by Ben Summerskill, chief executive of Stonewall, and a performance from the singer Angie Brown.


Is this a sign that the party is modernising and no longer afraid to broach traditionally taboo subjects such as the rights of the gay community? It’s certainly modernising its image to appeal to new voters but we shall have to wait and see. Expect to see a lot more of the slogan 'Conservative and Proud' over the coming years. But as you will know the gay pride flag is made up of six colours, it’s a shame they have used a seven colour variety


  �











Know the facts 





Forum is working in partnership with The Pacesetters Programme and the PCT in an initiative that hopes to raise awareness of the importance of breast screening to our lesbian community. The initiative will be evaluated to look at where service improvements can be made and how recognised good practice can be adopted and how this can be applied to other settings and locations.


 


Did you know that according to recent studies lesbians are in an increased risk bracket for breast cancer because they are: 


 


More likely to smoke and drink more alcohol than heterosexual women  


 


Less likely to use oral contraceptives, bear children or breast feed than heterosexual women – factors which can protect  against breast cancer. 





Significantly more likely than heterosexual women not to have had a timely mammogram 





Less likely to reveal their sexual orientation to their GP 


 


There are other factors that make them more at risk from breast cancer- for full details please visit the Forum section of our website 








Was I the only one to blink and miss a season! It’s September already and I move another step closer to mid life crisis with a 40 something birthday imminent and as someone famous once said "inside every older person is a younger person - wondering what the hell happened”. 


 


The pride season drew to a close with Rhea and I joining the thousands at Cardiff pride. Our trip up to Wales included six hours in stationary traffic on the M5 and I'm unsure how she coped in the car with a gay man denied all access to gin in a challenging situation and who bleated ‘are we nearly there yet’ every five minutes! When we found ourselves reverting to word search puzzles and the answer to I spy was always "A, for another frantic car occupant nipping over the hard shoulder to empty their bladder”, I knew that our days were almost numbered. The Mardi Gras was superb and the sun shone on rainbow flags and everyone appeared to have a thoroughly fantastic time. But I mustn't forget to say thanks to Plymouth Pride Event for bringing us yet another great pride this year and making the Guildhall a place of vibrancy.


 


Our mid week after-work get together  continues to increase in numbers, causing us to search for a new venue for the winter months.... great variety of conversations going on from politics to culture and I found myself engrossed in tales of soft furnishings and deadly deeds with blackout lining !





It was great to see Brian Green from the Diverse Communities team when he popped along to Forum in early September to update us on issues and we wait for news of new recruits to his team. 





We continue partnership working with PCT around breast cancer awareness for lesbians and are about to begin some new work with PDREC around hate crime. 


 


Please look out for our broad sheet mail shots throughout the autumn that will give you regular updates on the work of PPF.


 


So enjoy the last of the summer rays before the months of fake tan and with international coming out day on the 11th October I'm reminded of a quote from the actress Amanda Bearse; "The most important political step that any gay man or lesbian can take is to come out of the closet. It's been proven that it is easier to hate us and to fear us if you can't see us.”


 


Warmest regards 


Alan (Sept 2009)





Hands are for holding  


“A Day In Hand”, the campaign to encourage LGBT people to hold hands in public, is asking us to show our affection publicly on the last Saturday of each month. The first Sshh! (same-sex hand-holding) will be Saturday 26th September, to remember the homophobic shooting in Tel Aviv, Israel, back in July.   � HYPERLINK "http://www.adayinhand.com/" �www.adayinhand.com�








PPF newsletter





Message from the Chair…


Welcome to the late summer newsletter








Late Summer 09





Issue





Equal birth rights


Women in same-sex relationships can now register both their names on the birth certificate of a child conceived as a result of fertility treatment. The new law only counts for women receiving fertility treatment on or after 6 April of this year. The changes to the Registration of Births and Deaths Regulations 1987 were approved by Registrar General James Hall earlier this year, following Royal Assent for new parenthood provisions contained in the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. 


According to the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority, there were 728 lesbians who underwent in vitro fertilisation (IVF) between 1999 and 2006 and in the same period, there were 5,211 lesbian females who received donor insemination (DI) treatment.








06





Next Meeting 


Check our website for details, 











PDREC, 2nd Floor Prideaux Court, Palace Street, Plymouth, PL1 2AY  Tel: 07833 010712


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@plymouthprideforum.org.uk?subject=from%20the%20web%20site" �email:info@plymouthprideforum.org.uk� 


Don’t forget to check out the Facebook link to Plymouth Pride Forum.





Mission Statement: To make Plymouth an area where Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans people, and communities, can live, work and celebrate life free from discrimination, prejudice and fear.











Plymouth Pride Forum





What Are We Reading, Watching & Listening to





Coming Out Stories… 


Story 1


Our Chair told his Mother as she arranged flowers in the conservatory “she looked at me quizzically, rammed a longiflora into the vase, composed herself and said darling, what you need is a camping holiday and it will soon pass. I then had a fantastic summer in North Wales with a bunch of burly outward-bounders. That autumn I hit 14 and started dating and sneaking off to gay discothèques, obsessed with guys who drove sports cars, getting them to drop me off on the drive so that I could snog them and taunt our very uptight middle England neighbours. 


“I was taken to lunch by our vicar who stumbled over his words trying to explain to me that my activity was not only illegal but that it would jeopardise my studies for confirmation. I remember he lowered his voice and looked into the menu every time he used the word homosexual. I thought that it was absolutely wonderful that I was the cause of such concern. 


“But I hit the scene just as it was decimated by the first cases of AIDs and my sexuality seems to come at a cost. It was a time of excitement and exploration but also tinged with an inner fear.”


Story 2


And in contrast to the previous story. Chris explained “When I hit 13 I avoided my parents with typical teenage angst and knew I was gay at school feeling the usual sense of isolation, not knowing who I could talk to and had a secret crush on a PE teacher.


“At 19 I couldn’t somehow lose my gay virginity.  I was in limbo having finished college and waiting to go to university. 


“One night a friend was having a housewarming and invited me along. There for the first time were gay men! I couldn't believe it, they were here and one was interested in me. After few drinks he invited me to club 91 and I soon became familiar with the sticky sofas and mad dog 20/20.


“My eldest brother was in the Navy, had a flat near the dockyard and as luck would have it I had a spare key. All I will say is I had a good night and knew I had done the right thing. 


Having explained to my 


parents that I stayed at my brother’s flat to save on taxis, 


I thought I was in the clear.  “About 10 days afterwards I developed an itch. And being sexually naive I thought I’d wait and see. A visit to the family GP and I found I had crabs! The implications were immense and armed with a bottle of Derbac, I spoke to my Mum. Can you imagine the embarrassment telling them I had crabs, what they need to do incase I had used their towels, why I needed to wash the bedding early, I knew they would ask how what where? 


“I had my speech prepared and I knew how I wanted the events to go but fate had other plans. I told my Mum about the crabs and she was great and made nothing of it, and then came the line I’m gay and she already knew. All she said was ‘I‘ll tell your father’ and since then I’ve brought countless boyfriends home”.





Coming out is different for every person and can be a very traumatic time and the fear of rejection by family, friends and society in general can be immense. However being proud of being lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans can be a powerful force in challenging peoples attitudes and prejudices whilst providing positive role models to others less sure about 'coming out’ and remember - there is always someone you can talk to.


 


One of the best books on this issue is an American paperback called “Outing yourself – How to come out as a lesbian or gay to your family, friends and co-workers” by Michelangelo Signorile – ISBN 0 684 82617 8 - PPF has a copy of this book and if you would like to borrow it please contact us or take a look at the advice part of our website.





Sweet Music 


For those of you that fancy a lunchtime concert then a piano concert with Mark Bebbington at Plymouth city museum Thursday 15 October at 1pm, might just be your thing. The programme aims to be a mix warmth and humour and interestingly includes a couple of LGBT friendly composers - John Ireland who although nothing states that he was openly gay, is said to have been considerably more interested in men, particularly much younger men than in women.  





And then there’s Chopin where evidence exits to suggest he was bisexual, or at least did some experimenting with his childhood friend Titus who he wrote to with ''wet kisses on the mouth,'' as well as being very happy in the company of the Marquis de Custine, who, at the time was known as France's “most distinguished homosexual”. Tickets: £7.50�








Pillars of the Earth: Ken Follett. From the beginning the book gripped me. My imagination was captured by the day-to-day lives of some of the most real characters I have met between the pages of a novel. Each character evokes a response: compassion, respect, revulsion or even envy. The story spans many years, yet gives remarkable detail concerning the changing politics, lifestyle and even architectural and building practices of the day. It’s one of the few books I would read again and again. (Chris) 





The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time: Mark Haddon. It gives an emotional insight to how someone with aspergers syndrome addresses life and the challenges that they face. (Geoff) 





The Chrome Borne: Mercedes Lackey & Larry Dixon -I'm guessing that most people won't have heard of this author but she writes amazing science fantasy. (Rhea) 





Pet Shop Boys: Yes "Yes" is a great album full of perfect pop songs, it’s the best from them in years. PSB have worked with the producers of Girls Aloud and came out with a fantastic example of pop. Love etc, Beautiful people, Did you see me coming and Pandemonium are all standouts but really there’s no filler here. Good to have PSB back. (Chris) 





The Ting Tings: We Started Nothing. A quirky wee album that's had me playing it over and over again, it’s not ground breaking stuff simply fun and catchy... although "That's not my name" I reckon is a brilliant piece of Girl Power! I dare you not to find yourself singing along and there's not one track you'll be skipping over. (Alan)


 


Natalie Merchant. Retrospective (1995-2005) for both relaxation & singing along to and The Cure - Japanese Whispers ...what can I say I'm an 80's girl! (Rhea) 


 


Hilde's Journey. A Swiss film by Christof Vorster (2006) basically a road movie about two men and their journey to scatter their ex-lover's (Hilde's) ashes. One is the heir to his fortune but agrees to give most of it up for this chance to fulfil his last wishes. It’s beautifully portrayed by a strong cast and gets to grips with the way grief affects those Hilde has left behind including his mother who is a "Grade A" bitch. It’s really worth the rental ... asking yourself what you would have done. (Alan)


Britain’s Answer to the L-Word 


BBC3 is to broadcast a new six-part drama series about the sex lives of twenty something lesbians in Glasgow, called Lip Service. The writer Harriet Braun (Mistresses, Hotel Babylon) says the series will be "sexy, funny and irreverent” and reflects what it is to be a young gay woman living in Britain today. It hasn't even been cast yet but watch this space .


  














National Coming Out Day 11th October 2009





�





In August 1958, the opening scenes of a low-budget black and white film flickered onto cinema screens up and down the country. No one could have foreseen what impact Carry on Sergeant – a film spotlighting the adventures of a bunch of dysfunctional national servicemen – would have then and in the future. Not only did it become one of the top three grossing films for that year, it also kick started what would become the longest running and most successful comedy series of all time.  


An energetic mix of parody, farce, slapstick and double entendres, the Carry On films typify the very essence of British comedy. From the National Health Service to the monarchy, no British institution was safe from being sent up by the Carry On team. Carry On and its stars have become most treasured institutions in the world of British cinema. Life would not be the same without Barbara Windsor, Kenneth Williams or Sid James. 


Over the next 20 years, producer Peter Rogers and director Gerald Thomas churned out film after film to the delight of millions of fans around the world. The seaside postcard humour, ensemble acting and uncomplicated storylines became trademarks of the Carry On films, which have since become embedded in the public’s conscience as British cinema classics.  


For some people they are childish and hated comedies based on toilet humour and sexual stereotyping. But for many of us the Carry On films live in our memories as British humour at its best. 





We had a flurry of emails to find the most popular film and no surprise that Screaming came top.  So here’s to the genius of Carry On "Infamy! Infamy! They've all got it in for me!" 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.co.uk/Fifty-Years-Carry-Richard-Webber/dp/1844138437/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1253193462&sr=1-2" �Fifty Years of "Carry On"� by Richard Webber.




















For your diary …


Sunday 4th October – Join the GOC for a ramble on the Open Moor and check out the stunning views from Belt Tor before dropping down to beautiful  Dartmeet. Starts 11am at Newbridge on the Ashburton to Two Bridges Road. contact Mike on 01752 335839.





Weds 7th October - Plymouth pride Forums new film club respect Suite from 7.30pm





15th October - New LGBT reading group for those of you that love reading, talking about books and supping a glass of wine at the same time. Our book is “The Prophet Murders” by Mehmet Murat Somer (ISBN-13: 978-1846686337). 





Friday 16 October -Mr Gay Torbay - REMIX @ Bohemia, Torwood Street, Torquay.





25th October – this years fantastic Plymouth Respect Festival – Plymouth Guildhall.





Tue 27th – Sat 31st October For those of you that didn’t get to see Mathew Bournes fantastic ballet Dorian Grey when it was in Plymouth. It’s at Wales Millennium Centre in Cardiff. For more info visit www.wmc.org.uk.





Sat 31st October, 8pm Women on Wednesdays presents a Halloween Bop The Basement, Nico's Restaurant, Exeter For tickets and more information contact: womenonweds.social.Exeter@hotmail.com





 














